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Building Blocks for Beginning Band

The Percussion Book

This packet includes the percussion pages of the Building Blocks for Beginning Band Percussion &
Mallets book. It includes parts for snare drum, bass drum, and percussion accessories.

How the percussion book works. The percussion book is designed to guide students from very
basic rhythm skills to challenging rudimental exercises. In the Beginning Scale Starters, students
can either play Part 1 — Rhythms or Part 2 — Rudimental. Part 1 focuses on developing correct
technique, good tempo skills and a strong sense of steady beat. Part 2 incorporates a progressive
approach to snare drum rudiments and most exercises have two variations. The first variation is
for students with less experience and the second set will challenge your more advanced students.

8-measure starred exercises. To accommodate your percussionists’ skill levels or to address a
specific rudimental need, any 8-measure exercise marked with a star can be interchanged with
any other starred exercise. The percussionists do not necessarily have to play the same 8-
measure exercise as the wind and mallet players. Advanced percussion sections can jump ahead
in the book or if they need review they can go back to an earlier exercise. For example, the wind
and mallet players could play Mrs. Wilson’s Brownies, while the percussionists play Scale in Half
Notes, Variation 2. Not only do students have the option of playing a different exercise, but also
within exercises they can choose to play either variation 1 or 2. There is a suitable exercise and
variation for all of your percussionists. So go ahead and mix and match them!

Auxiliary flavor. Periodically throughout the book auxiliary instruments are added for some extra
“flavor”. It is important for percussionists to be well-rounded musicians and have an understanding
of proper technique and tone for each instrument. A few of the most commonly used auxiliary
instruments have been included in the book.

RLRL. Stickings are written in all percussion exercises to correlate with rudiments. Some
exercises have the sticking written in for accents only.

Grooves. Check out the Grooves on pages 90 to 93. Your percussionists will have fun while
playing a samba, polka, rock groove or any of the twenty grooves found in the book. These can be
played to any exercise, although even numbered exercises work the best. Challenge your wind
players to play in the same style.
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