
Why You Need This Session!
❏ Your major instrument is woodwind or brass.
❏ The only things you know about percussion are what 

you’ve learned from percussion methods in college.
❏ You are a vocal major and now you also have to teach 

band.
❏ You teach band and you have no idea what to do with all 

those instruments back there.
❏ You know some things about percussion but want to 

learn more...
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Welcome! 
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On the card provided for you, please write 
down:
1 - 3 percussion problems that you wish to 
solve, or something about percussion that you 
wish you knew more about.
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All History 
of Percussion
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What Is 
Written Down

* Not to Scale
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What 
Experts/Scholars 
of Percussion Know



8

What They   
Taught Me
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What I Will        
Teach You



10

What You Will     
Remember



Question: What 
are the seven 
sub-families of 

percussion?
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NOT Piano - a “machine” 
causes striking of the string

❏ Snare Drum/Rudimental
❏Mallet/Keyboard
❏ Timpani
❏ Auxiliary 
❏ Drum Set
❏ Hand Drums/World
❏ Steel Drums



Goals for This Session!
❏ Top 12 Percussion Topics 
❏ “Do’s and Don’ts” of percussion. “The good, the bad, 

and the ugly”. Things I see when I visit schools, watch 
performances/competitions.

❏ “Bob’s Favorite Tips”
❏ Give you a “bag o’ tricks” to take back for you and your 

students.
❏ Give you some useful reference tools.
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Goals for This Session!
❏ Keep in mind that you may not agree with everything I 

say… and that’s OK.
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Here are my TOP 12 TOPICS, based on the most common 
problems I see, questions that I receive, and attendees’ 
requests. 

Are You Ready?
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Topic #1 - Snare Drum
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My Stand on Stands

16Yes!No No



Snare Bed Cutter
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A Few of My Favorite Snare Drums
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A Few of My Favorite Snare Drums
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Topic #2 - Snare Drum Rolls
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How to Play Better Closed Rolls
1. Drop and “teeter totter” the stick off first finger. 

See how many bounces you can get. Beats will start 
really far apart, then closer, like a basketball dropping 
to the ground.

2. Add the thumb to the top of the stick, but barely 
squeezing the stick. Let the stick bounce naturally.

3. Slowly apply pressure to the grip, and start the stick 
lower to the head. Beats should be closer together.

4. Slowly turn hand over, palm down.
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Bob’s Buzzes

22



Five Stroke Rolls
❏ The problem: Five stroke closed rolls played at a slow 

tempo sound too open.
❏ Solution: Play them as seven stroke rolls!
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Five Stroke Rolls
❏ Same rudiment, but in Cut Time.
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Nine Stroke Rolls
❏ The problem: Nine stroke closed rolls played at a slow 

tempo sound too open.
❏ Solution: Play them as thirteen stroke rolls!
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Topic #3 - Concert Bass Drum
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Dampening Glove 

27



Concert Bass Drum Mallets
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Does your bass 
drum mallet look 
like this?



Concert Bass Drum Mallets
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www.wilsonpublicationsllc.com
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On this site you will find some very useful information 
under the Resources menu
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And yes, you can access my products for purchase as well!
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www.wilsonpublicationsllc.com
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Topic #4 - Drum Heads

45



Topic #5 - Sticks and Implements
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Topic #6 - Drum Set
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“Meat & Potatoes” 
Practice/Teaching
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Traditional Jazz
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Flat Based Stands
❏ Pearl, DW, and Ludwig 

make nice flat based 
stands.

❏ Lightweight, compact, 
and easy to carry.

❏ Gives more of a 
traditional “Old School” 
look.
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Flat Based Stands
❏ The legs on Pearl stands can be reversed, enabling 

stands to fit together nicely.
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Standard 5 Piece
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“Modern Bonham”
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“Modern Bonham”
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Emmanuel 
Capplette
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Jojo Mayer
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Topic #7 - Drum Set Cymbals
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Keyholed Cymbals
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Topic #8 - Orchestral Cymbals
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Topic #9 - Matched Grip vs Traditional Grip
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Topic #10 - Timpani
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Timpani Mallets
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Do your timpani 
mallets look like 
this?



Topic #11 - Rudiments
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Topic #12 - Auxiliary Instruments 
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Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!



Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!
❏ “Stuff to bring to every gig - “Drummer’s Emergency 

Bag”
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- Towels - Gaff tape

- Pencil - Metronome

- Extra sticks – I have a pair 
of sticks with my spare tire!

- Large binder clips for towels

- Medium binder clips for music stands. The golden music stand 
rule – clip even when you don’t think you need to clip!



Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!
❏ Know who the famous drummers are.
❏ YouTube is awesome! Show students excellent 

examples of quality musicians.
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Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!
❏ For trips, always bring your own snare drum, cymbals, 

auxiliary instruments, and mallets/sticks. 
❏ Never assume the place you are going will have quality 

or correct instruments for contest. 
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Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!
❏ Practice with a Metronome! $100 for a Dr. Beat, or $0 

for free apps. There’s just no excuse for not having 
one anymore.
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Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!
❏ Don’t play with poor posture:

- Good throne at correct height. Often times the 
knees are too high.

- Buddy Rich had poor posture, and he died with 
chronic back pain.

- When I was in DCI, “stands were for wimps”. Now 
they are standard issue, and harness are designed 
much better.

- We want to create lifelong HEALTHY musicians.
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Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!
❏ Inefficient Set-Up

- Before your drummer plays in the concert, do a test 
play to make sure everything is in the best position 
and properly working.

- My general rule is you should be able to touch each 
playing zone from your seat. Ride behind right 
shoulder?

- Music stand over left shoulder, conductor to the 
right?   
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Bob’s Top Percussion Tips!
❏ Be a Lifelong Learner!

- There may always more than one way to do something.
- There may be a better or newer way to do it.
- Don’t get in a rut teaching it the same way because 

“That’s the way it’s always been done”, or “I learned it 
that way”.

- Keep it fresh! Keep what works, adjust or tweak what 
doesn’t.

- The point is, learn several ways. You may find or have 
already found what works best for you.
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About Bob!
❏ Currently at P. S. duPont Middle School, teaching steel 

drums and general music.
❏ 17 years at Penn Charter as Director of Middle School 

Concert Bands and Jazz Band, Middle and Upper 
School String and Percussion Ensembles, and Assistant 
of Upper School Bands.

❏ B.A. from West Chester University, M.M.E. from 
VanderCook College of Music.
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About Bob!
❏Worked with several marching bands and indoor 

drumlines in the north east, as well as member and/or 
instructor of several drum and bugle corps.

❏ Have taught private lessons for drum set, concert 
percussion, and woodwinds.

❏Many years as drum set player for a jazz quartet.
❏ Founder and owner of Wilson Publications.
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Thank You For Attending My Session!
Any questions or more professional advice, please feel 
free to contact me at:

❏ btdwilson@gmail.com
❏ robert.wilson@bsd.k12.de.us
❏ 215-237-2344
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